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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH 
BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Madam  Chairman,  Miss  Carden  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1958.  During 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year  Dr.  R.  F.  Barclay  was  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  interim  between  his  departure  and  my  arrival 
was  covered  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Hamilton. 

The  population  of  the  combined  districts  rose  by  780,  all  districts 
except  Newbury  Rural  sharing  the  increase.  In  both  Newbury  Rural  and 
Bradheld  Rural  districts  over  200  people  migrated  from  the  district,  but 
in  Bradheld  this  migration  was  more  than  compensated  by  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  fell  from  27  in  1957  to  26  in  1958.  The 
majority  of  these  deaths  were  in  the.hrst  four  weeks  of  life — this  hnding 
is  a  reflection  of  a  National  tendency.  The  hgures  for  neo-natal  deaths 
should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  stillbirth  hgures  as  in  many  cases 
the  causes  are  the  same,  and  only  the  milestone  of  the  birth  places  any 
individual  occurrence  in  one  category  or  other. 

The  large  variation  among  hgures  for  the  individual  districts  are  less 
signihcant  than  their  numerical  value  would  suggest  as  in  areas  with 
comparatively  small  populations  an  increase  or  decrease  of  only  one  or 
two  can  be  magnihed  out  of  proportion  to  its  intrinsic  signihcance. 

Among  the  causes  of  death  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  were 
again  the  most  cpmmon  cause;  again  this  is  a  National  hnding.  Cancer 
of  the  lung  again  reaped  a  heavier  harvest  than  the  previous  year  and  is 
now  far  in  advance  of  Tuberculosis  as  the  cause  of  death. 

Among  the  infectious  diseases  none  reached  alarming  proportions 
and  only  in  the  case  of  Food  Poisoning  (5  cases)  is  the  1958  total  higher 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Diphtheria  has  not  been  notihed  in  any  of 
the  constituent  districts  since  1949.  The  reason  for  this  decline  and  vir¬ 
tual  disappearance  of  Diphtheria,  which  was  once  so  prevalent  and  so 
dangerous  is  almost  entirely  the  advent  and  acceptance  over  the  past 
20  years  of  immunisation.  But  now  a  generation  of  parents  is  arising 
who  having  never  seen  the  disease  have  not  the  fear  of  Diphtheria  which 
their  elders  had,  and  there  is  some  evidence  of  apathy  among  these 
parents  with  a  danger  that  immunisation  will  drop  to  below  the  safe  level. 

The  disease  against  which  we  have  an  effective  method  of  inducing 
active  immunity  which  is  causing  most  interest  at  present  is  Poliomyelitis. 
During  1958  the  Government  extended  the  scheme  to  cover  adults  up  to 
the  age  of  25  years  and  also  decided  to  give  a  third  injection  to  all  those 
immunised.  Initially  the  response  among  adults  was  poor,  but  among 
children  the  response  was  better  and  in  some  cases  parents  have  given 
priority  to  the  Poliomyelitis  immunisation  over  the  Diphtheria  injections. 

Although  it  is  pleasing  to  see  such  concern  for  their  children  among 
parents,  it  is  sad  to  see  so  little  interest  in  their  own  health  and  safety. 
They  are  willing  to  expend  time  and  effort  bringing  the  children  for 
prophylactic  treatment  but  few,  if  any,  are  willing  to  protect  their  own 
lungs  by  giving  up  smoking.  Yet  Cancer  of  the  lung,  of  which  of  course 
smoking  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  major  causes,  has  over  the  past  five 
years  caused  112  deaths  as  compared  with  the  death  from  Poliomyelitis 
which  total  only  2. 
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By  the  co-operation  of  individuals  the  toll  of  lung  cancer  could  be 
drastically  reduced — not  perhaps  eliminated,  but  at  present  it  seems  as 
though  this  20th  century  epidemic  is  to  be  attacked  only  at  long  range 
by  educating  the  potential  smokers  against  this  harmful  and  costly  habit. 

Finally,  I  would  express  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  and  to  my 
fellow  officers  for  their  help,  co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past 
months. 

I  am.  Madam  Chairman,  Miss  Carden  and  Gentlemen^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  HANDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

South  Berks  Joint  Public  Health  Committee. 


SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1959  -  1960 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Newhiiry  Borough  ...  H.  K.  Potter,  esq. 

M.  W.  Paine,  esq. 

R.  J.  Lovegrove  esq. 

Bradfield  R.D .  Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers  (Chairman). 

A.  H.  Wyatt,  esq. 

A.  W.  Millson,  esq. 

Neivhnry  R.D .  F.  Howes,  esq. 

Col.  C.  Neville,  m.c.,  j.p. 

F.  A.  Holland,  esq. 


Hungerford  R.D.  ...  Miss  C.  C.  Carden. 

A.  C.  Metcalfe,  esq. 

Berks  County  Council...  A.  Arbuthnott,  esq.,  m.b.e.,  e.d. 

R.  E.  Moore,  esq. 

Clerk:  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  ll.b..  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY,  RURAL  DISTRICTS  OF 
BRADFIELD,  NEWBURY  AND  HUNGERFORD 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

R.  F.  BARCLAY,  m.b.,  d.p.h.  (Resigned  30/4/58) 

R.  HANDY,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  1/7/58). 

Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 

Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

Newbury  Borough  ...  J.  Hague,  f. a. p.h.i..  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

16,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  446). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  J.  WiCKENS,  M. A. P.H.I. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Bradfield  R.D .  T.  H.  Windle,  a.r.s.h.,  hon.  m.i.  mun.e., 

(Deceased  15/7/58). 

26,  Bath  Road,  Reading. 

(Telephone  55581). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

D.  C.  Smith 

E.  Francis  Public  Health  Inpector’s 

P.  J.  Wing  Assistants. 

Newbury  R.D .  C.  J.  Cooke,  m. a. p.h.i.. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
Newbury. 

(Telephone  2400). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A.  R.  'Morgan,  m. a. p.h.i.. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

S.  Burgess,  m. a. p.h.i. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

Hungerford  R.D.  ...  j.  E.  Edwards,  a.r.s.h.,  m.a. p.h.i.. 

The  Priory,  Hungerford  (Telephone  29). 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


Newbury  Borough  — 

Public  Health  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 


Bradfield  R.D.  — 

Public  Health  and  General  Purposes  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 


Newbury  R.D.  — 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee, 
General  Purposes  Committee. 


Hungerford  R.D.  — 

Public  Health  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 
Water  Committee. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres 

(Land  and  Estimated  Persons 

District  Inland  Water)  Population  per  Acre 


Newbury  Borough  ...  2,612  20,170  7.3 

Bradfield  Rural  .  53,008  24,420  0.4 

Newbury  Rural  .  41,660  20,100  0.5 

Hungerford  Rural  .  44,817  9,^80  0.22 


Totals  .  142,097  74,670  2.11 


Population  Births 

Change  minus 

Area  Births  Deaths  (+  or  — )  Deaths 


Newbury  Borough  .  386  266  +730  120 

Bradfield  R.D .  460  240  +  10  220 

Newbury  R.D .  329  163  —  50  166 

Hungerford  R.D .  174  105  +  90  69 

Combined  Districts  ...  1349  774  +780  575 


No.  of  Product 

Occupied  No.  of  new  Houses  built  Rateable  of  a 

District  Properties  Private  By  L.A.  Other  Value  Penny  rate 


Newbury  Borough  6257  84  95  Nil  £309,469  £1,245 

Bradfield  Rural  ...  7212  195  122  Nil  £387,427  £1,606 

Newbury  Rural  ...  5162  76  165  Nil  £297,410  £1,048 

Hungerford  Rural  3012  27  53  Nil  £81,529  £322 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births  and  Infant  Deaths 


The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  births  and  infant  deaths  and 
the  rates  per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  1957  are  in  brackets. 


Live  Birth 

Infant  Mortality 

Number  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

Infant 

per  1,000 

District 

Live  Births 

Population 

Deaths 

Live  Births 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 
United  Districts 

386  (402) 
460  (480) 
329  (345) 
174  (159) 
1349(1386) 

18.9  (21.2) 

17.5  (18.3) 
16.2  (19.2) 

19.5  (18.0) 
18.1  (18.8) 

17  (9) 

3  (8) 

3  (4) 

3  (6) 
26  (27) 

44.0  (22.4) 
6.5  (16.7) 
9.8  (11.6) 

17.2  (37.7) 

19.3  (19.5) 

District 

Still-births 

Total  live  and 
still-births 

Still¬ 
birth  rate 

Neo-natal 
death  rate 

Newbury  Borough 

5 

391 

12.8 

3.1 

Bradfield  Rural 

5 

465 

10.7 

4.3 

Newbury  Rural 

3 

332 

9.0 

6.1 

Hungerford  Rural 

1 

175 

5.7 

17.2 

United  Districts 

14 

1363 

10.3 

14.1 

Total 

Infant 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 

Infants  under 

4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate 

Infant 

mortality  rate 

Illegitimate 

Infant 

mortality  rate 

Newbury  Borough 

17 

12 

42.1 

66.7 

Bradfield  Rural  District 

3 

2 

6.9 

— 

Newbury  Rural  District 

3 

2 

10.0 

— 

Hungerford  Rural  District  3 

3 

18.6 

— 

United  Districts 

26 

19 

19.2 

20.2 

Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury  Hungerford  Combined 

Borough 

Rural 

Rural 

Rural 

Districts 

Illegitimate  live  births 
per  cent  total  live  births 

7.8 

5.2 

9.1 

7.4 

7.3 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  death  in  the  area  was  attributable  to  childbirth  or  abortion 
during  1958. 


7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Figures  for  1957  are  in  brackets). 


DEATHS : 

Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Total 

(all 

areas) 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory —  (4) 

1 

(3) 

2  (— ) 

-  (— ) 

3  (7) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

-  (--) 

— 

(-) 

-  (— ) 

—  (-) 

—  (-) 

Syphilitic  disease 

—  (1) 

1 

(2) 

—  (— ) 

1  (1) 

2  (4) 

Diphtheria  . 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

—  (— ) 

-  (-) 

—  (— ) 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

—  (— ) 

infections  . 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

—  (— ) 

-  (-) 

—  (— ) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

—  (— ) 

—  (-) 

—  (— ) 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and 

(-) 

— 

(--) 

-  (— ) 

-  (-) 

—  (-) 

parasitic  diseases . . . 
Malignant  neoplasm. 

-  (-) 

— 

(1) 

1  (— ) 

-  (-) 

1  (1) 

stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

—  (2) 

10 

(4) 

2  (7) 

1  (2) 

13  (15) 

lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm. 

9  (9) 

7 

(8) 

4  (6) 

2  (6) 

22  (29) 

breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

5  (2) 

3 

(5) 

4  (3) 

2  (-) 

14  (10) 

uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and 

1  (2) 

1 

(3) 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

4  (5) 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

25  (19) 

30  (21) 

16  (18) 

13  (10) 

84  (68) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2  (— ) 

3 

(-) 

—  (3) 

—  (1) 

5  (4) 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

3  (2) 

— 

(1) 

-  (1) 

—  (1) 

3  (4) 

vous  systems — stroke 
Coronary  disease. 

60  (52) 

37  (27) 

27  (22) 

15  (14) 

139(115) 

angina  . 

Hypertension  with 

35  (30) 

42  (37) 

32  (16) 

14  (19) 

123(102) 

heart  disease  . 

9  (2) 

2 

(6) 

2  (3) 

2  (3) 

15  (14) 

Other  heart  disease... 
Other  circulatory 

40  (26) 

27 

(20) 

23  (37) 

13  (14) 

103  (97) 

disease  . 

13  (8) 

16  (16) 

9  (6) 

7  (4) 

45  (34) 

Influenza  . 

-  (2) 

2 

(4) 

—  (1) 

—  (3) 

2  (10) 

Pneumonia  . 

6  (12) 

11 

(14) 

10  (12) 

6  (6) 

33  (44) 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of 

13  (8) 

8 

(14) 

7  (9) 

7  (8) 

35  (39) 

respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

—  (^) 

3 

(2) 

-  (2) 

1  (2) 

4  (6) 

duodenum  . 

Gastritis,  enteris  and 

4  (3) 

3 

(1) 

1  (2) 

1  (3) 

9  (9) 

diarrhoea  . 

—  (— ) 

— 

(3) 

—  (1) 

—  (— ) 

—  (4) 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

—  (1) 

1 

(— ) 

1  (-) 

1  (--) 

3  (1) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

—  (2) 

3 

(— ) 

1  (3) 

1  (1) 

5  (6) 

abortion  . 

Congenital 

-  (— ) 

— 

(1) 

—  (— ) 

-  (-) 

—  (1) 

malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

3  (2) 

1 

(3) 

1  (1) 

1  (2) 

6  (8) 

defined  diseases  ... 

19  (12) 

22 

(23) 

11  (13) 

14  (10) 

66  (58) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6  (2) 

3 

(5) 

3  (— ) 

—  (2) 

12  (9) 

All  other  accidents... 

9  (7) 

1 

(4) 

4  (4) 

—  (2) 

14  (17) 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and 

4  (2) 

2 

(3) 

1  (2) 

2  (1) 

9  (8) 

operations  of  war 

—  (— ) 

— 

(1) 

—  (— ) 

-  (-) 

—  (1) 

All  causes  . 

266(212) 

240(232) 
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163(172) 

105(115) 

774(731) 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1958. 


Disease 

Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Smallpox 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

5 

6 

6 

1 

18 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

3 

— 

• - - 

3 

Paratyphoid)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

— 

— - 

3 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encaphalitis 

— 

— 

" 

Lethargica  . 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  — • 

36 

7 

3 

46 

Measles  . 

87 

67 

12 

20 

186 

Whooping  Cough  . 

24 

7 

5 

7 

43 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of 

10 

11 

5 

9 

35 

Tuberculosis  . 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946. 

The  Newbury  Health  Sub-Committee  is  responsible  for  diphtheria 
immunisation  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough  of  Newbury. 

Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners,  who  are  also  responsible  for  vaccinations  (save 
those  few  carried  out  at  one  or  two  infant  clinics  in  the  county). 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1958 

Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 
(Figures  for  1957  in  brackets). 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough — 

Primary  . 

252  (234) 

18  (41) 

1  (3) 

271 

(278) 

Booster  . 

-  (-) 

10  (16) 

62  (30) 

72 

(46) 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Primary  . 

335  (198) 

48  (51) 

-  (6) 

383 

(255) 

Booster  . 

-  (-) 

2  (8) 

49  (46) 

51 

(54) 

Newbury  Rural — 

Primary  . 

196  (176) 

9  (24) 

—  (1) 

205 

(201) 

Booster  . 

-  (-) 

10  (9) 

38  (11) 

48 

(20) 

Hungerford  Rural — 

Primary  . 

85  (78) 

7  (16) 

-  (2) 

92 

(96) 

Booster  . 

—  (— ) 

7  (4) 

7  (3) 

14 

(7) 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
carried  out  in  the  four  areas  during  the  last  ten  years. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Newbury  Borough 
Under  5  . 

131 

193 

267 

223 

206 

178 

215 

236 

275 

273 

5—15  . 

2 

9 

27 

53 

46 

6 

8 

13 

3 

1 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Under  5  . 

236 

211 

266 

251 

281 

290 

261 

238 

249 

383 

5—15  . 

10 

23 

34 

41 

72 

44 

79 

9 

6 

— 

Newbury  Rural — ■ 

Under  5  . 

152 

134 

168 

154 

154 

84 

157 

220 

200 

205 

5—15  . 

1 

3 

4 

5 

41 

3 

4 

9 

1 

— 

Hungerford  Rural- 
Under  5  . 

131 

82 

78 

60 

111 

114 

137 

103 

94 

92 

5—15  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Total  . 

664 

656 

845 

790 

915 

721 

861 

830 

830 

954 
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VACCINATION,  1958 

(Figures  for  1957  in  brackets) 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough — 

Primary  . 

219 

(171) 

19  (31) 

20  (51) 

258  (253) 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

(-) 

1  (6) 

15  (46) 

16  (52) 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Primary  . 

309 

(221) 

19  (10) 

11  (15) 

339  (246) 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

(-) 

8  (6) 

29  (67) 

37  (73) 

Newbury  Rural — 

Primary  . 

191 

(195) 

7  (33) 

3  (30) 

201  (258) 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

(-) 

4  (3) 

18  (43) 

22  (46) 

Hungerford  Rural — 

Primary  . 

no 

(75) 

2  (7) 

—  (3) 

112  (85) 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

(-) 

-  (1) 

3  (6) 

3  (7) 

Total 

829  (662) 

60  (97) 

99(261) 

988(1020) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Children  who  during  the  past 
eight  years  were  vaccinated  when  under  one  year  of  age. 

District 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Newbury  Borough 

...  60 

93 

146 

113 

136 

184 

171 

219 

Bradfield  Rural 

...  225 

187 

174 

176 

232 

215 

221 

309 

Newbury  Rural 

...  118 

119 

119 

91 

140 

179 

195 

191 

Hungerford  Rural 

...  59 

61 

83 

85 

97 

76 

75 

no 

Total 

...  262 

360 

522 

465 

605 

654 

662 

829 
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Number  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  m  infants  under  one  year,  compared 

with  the  annual  number  of  births. 


Area 

Year 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

Percentage 

Newbury  Borough  . 

1956 

379 

184 

45.5 

1957 

402 

171 

42.5 

1958 

356 

219 

57 

Bradfield  R.D.C . 

1956 

431 

215 

49.8 

1957 

480 

221 

46.6 

1958 

460 

309 

67 

Newbury  R.D.C . 

1956 

324 

179 

55 

1957 

345 

195 

56.5 

1958 

329 

191 

58 

Hungerford  R.D.C. 

1956 

159 

76 

47.7 

1957 

159 

75 

47.2 

1958 

174 

no 

63 

Combined  District 

1956 

1293 

654 

50.5 

1957 

1386 

662 

47.8 

1958 

1349 

829 

61 

NEW 

CASES 

OF  TUBERCULOSIS, 

1958 

Age 

Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury 

Hungerford 

Periods 

Borough 

Non- 

Rural 

Non- 

Rural 

Non- 

Rural 

Non- 

Resp. 

Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp. 

Resp. 

0  —  1 

1  --  5 

— 

— 

1  ~ 

—  — 

1 

1 

5  —  10 

1 

— 

—  — 

— •  — 

1 

— 

10  -15 

— 

— 

—  — 

2  — 

— 

— 

15  —  20 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

20  -  25 

3 

— 

2 

—  — 

— 

— 

25  --  35 

3 

1 

2 

1  — 

1 

- — 

35  -  45 

— 

— 

1 

3  — 

1 

— 

45  —  55 

— 

— ■ 

2 

2  — 

— 

— 

55  —  65 

3 

— 

— _  — 

1  — 

1 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

2 

-  - 

— 

1 

Totals 

10 

1 

11 

9  -- 

5 

2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(respiratory  and  non  respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the  four  areas 
during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1949 

79 

7 

86 

1950 

54 

6 

60 

1951 

54 

16 

69 

1952 

42 

7 

49 

1953 

52 

3 

55 

1954 

37 

8 

45 

1955 

43 

7 

50 

1956 

60 

7 

67 

1957 

44 

8 

52 

1958 

35 

3 

38 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Again  one  of  the  duties  laid  by  statute  on  the  holder  of  this  office 
has  been  given  attention,  and  in  fulfilling  this  particular  duty  there  are 
set  out  in  the  following  pages  an  indication  of^some  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Department  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December, 
1958. 

The  figures  indicate  some  of  the  work  entailed  and  carried  through 
by  the  writer  and  members  of  the  staff,  but  they  cannot  by  their  nature 
acknowledge  or  indicate  the  value  nor  the  assistance  given  by  the  other 
members  of  the  staff  in  their  respective  spheres.  That  the  work  has  been 
done  without  undue  disturbance  is  proof  of  the  co-operatiqn  and  assis¬ 
tance  mentioned  earlier.  It  would  be  ungracious  not  to  mention  also  the 
ready  co-operation  of  the  officers  at  the  head  of  their  departments  and 
of  the  members  of  those  departments  for  their  continued  assistance, 
guidance  and  help. 

The  form  and  content  of  this  report  varies  in  format  as  compared 
with  previous  years,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  report  does  not  suffer 
thereby.  It  has  one  merit — or  demerit,  according  to  the  point  of  view — 
that  the  letter-press  has  been  cut  down  in  content.  There  are,  however, 
one  or  two  items  to  which  it  is  desired  to  call  particular  attention, 
namely:  the  change  of  ownership  of  the  Creamery  at  the  rear  of  17, 
Bartholomew  Street  from  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  to  the  firm  of 
Newbury  Creamery  Ltd.  and  the  consequent  cessation  of  approximately 
twenty  years  co-operation  with  the  succeeding  members  of  the  local 
and  headquarters  staff  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board.  The  change  is  a 
considerable  break,  and  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  have  as  long  an  association  with  the  present  firm  as  is  recorded  in 
respect  of  the  Board. 

Housing 

It  will  be  observed  that  progress  continues  in  this  matter^  and  that 
quite  a  number  of  sub-standard  houses  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Council. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  urgency  of  the  work  carried  out  has  continued  to  decline,  but 
it  will  be  observed  that  works  still  continue  to  be  required  and  carried 
out  at  some  food  premises. 

Shops. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  interest  shown  on  previous  occasions  in  the  table 
setting  out  the  number  of  premises  and  trades  carried  on  within  the 
Borough  will  be  maintained. 
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SECTION  A 

General  Administration 

TABLE  No.  1 


SUMMARY  : 

*Total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  8,305 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  98 

Preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Interviews  with  tenants  or  owners’  representatives  re  above  90 


(*An  increase  of  about  2,000  as  compared  with  1957;  this,  together 
with  increases  in  other  directions,  indicates  the  quickening  pressure 

of  events). 


TABLE  No.  2 

ANALYSIS  OF  MAJOR  ITEMS  COVERED  BY 
“  TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  ”  : 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  494 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  1,724 

Premises  at  which  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  ...  1,202 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  726 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  805 


TABLE  No.  3 

PREMISES  AT  WHICH  IMPROVEMENTS  WERE  EFFECTED  : 


Dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Premises  used  for  preparation  and  sale  of  food  ...  ...  26 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


New  Legislation. 

During  the  year  the  following  legislation,  all  of  which  affects  the 
duties  of  the  Department  in  some  degree  came  into  operation,  viz: — 

Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection  Grant)  Regulations,  1958. 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

Slaughter  of  Pigs  (Anaethesia)  Regulations,  1958. 

Factories  (Cleanliness  of  Walls  and  Ceilings)  Order,  19,58. 
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SECTION  B 
Housing 

(This  is  a  copy  of  the  return  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 

Local  Government). 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE. 

Return  for  year  1958. 

A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas 

(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Houses 

Displaced  during  year 

demolished 

Persons 

Families 

(1) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

(2) 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement  etc.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

(3) 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2),  Housing  Act, 
1957  . 

— 

— 

— 

Not 

in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4) 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  uatier  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957 

23 

35 

13 

(5) 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  M.O.H. 

— 

4 

2 

B. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

(6) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1), 

Housing  Act,  1957 

18 

21 

8 

O) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26,  Housing 

Act,  1957  . 

— 

— 

— 

(8) 

Parts  of  building  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

— 

— 

— 

C. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE  REMEDIED 


(9) 

After  informal  action  by  local 
authority 

By  Owner 

12 

By  Local 
Authority 

24 

(10) 

After  formal  notice  under: 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

2 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16 
Housing  Act,  1957 

_ 

- 

(11) 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

— 

— 
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D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 


Position  at  end  of  1958. 

(12) 

Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

Number 

Number  of  separate 
dwellings  contained 

of  Houses 

in  column  (i) 

(1) 

(2) 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

— 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

'  ' 

(13) 

Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  53 

— 

— _ 

E. 

PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 

(14) 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clear¬ 
ance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  purchased  in  the  year  1958 

Number 
of  Houses 
(1) 

Number  of 
occupants  of  houses 
in  column  (1) 

(2) 

Housing  Act,  1957 . 

Substandard  Housing — Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  twenty-eight  houses 
during  the  year,  and  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  another 
three  premises,  two  of  which  were — ^prior  to  the  issue  of  this  Order — 
subject  to  a  “  Preservation  Order.”  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  unfit 
houses  for  human  habitation  were  received  in  respect  of  thirteen  houses. 

Twenty-three  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  another 
eighteen  were  closed  and  not  re-let  for  human  habitation. 

Re-housing. 

Nineteen  of  the  families  living  in  houses  which  were  the  subject  of 
action  under  Section  17(1)  were  re-housed  in  Corporation  houses  during 
the  year  and  ten  other  families  similarly  dealt  with  found  their  own 
accommodation. 

At  the  year  end,  seventy  families  in  houses  which  had  been  dealt 
with  under  the  above  Section  remaiped  to  be  re-housed. 

The  table  following  shows  the  progress  made  with  the  elimination  of 
sub-standard  housing  since  the  end  of  1955  to  the  end  of  1958: 

(1)  Houses  reported  to  Committee  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit 


at  a  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

(2)  Demolition  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  have 

been  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Houses  actually  demolished  ...  ...  ...  23 

Houses  vacated  but  not  yet  demolished  ...  ...  24 

Houses  still  to  be  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


85 
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(3)  Closing  Orders : 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to  close  have 

been  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  “57 

Houses  vacant  and  closed  for  human  habitatign  ...  25 

Houses  still  to  be  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

57 


(4)  ■  Houses  under  (1)  where  undertakings  to  repair  have 

been  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(5)  Houses  under  (1)  above  on  which  the  Committee  have 

deferred  a  decision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

146 


(6)  Re-housing : 

fa)  Tenants  from  above  houses  re-housed  by  N.B.C.  47 

(b)  Tenants  found  their  own  alternative 

accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(c)  Houses  vacant  at  time  of  initial  report  to 

Committee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Tenants  still  to  be  re-housed  ...  ...  ...  70 

(e)  Families  in  “  deferred  ”  houses  ...  ...  ...  1 


146 


Rent  Act,  1957. 

Five  separate  applications  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received 
by  the  Council,  and  three  certificates  relating  to  that  number  of  houses 
were  issued,  whilst  in  five  other  cases,  undertakings  were  received  from 
the  owners  agreeing  to  carry  out  works  which  were  set  out  in  Form  G 
served  by  the  tenants. 

One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  cancelled  when  works  specified  in 
Form  J  were  completed  by  the  owner. 


Repair  and  Maintenance  of  Dwelling  houses. 

Works  were  carried  out  at  fifty-seven  houses  as  a  result  of  notices 
served  on  the  respective  owners,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  visits 
were  paid  to  ascertain  that  the  notices  were  being  complied  with.  An 
additional  thirty  houses  were  inspected. 


Overcrowding. 

No  new  case  of  overcrowding  was  recorded,  but  one  case  outstand¬ 
ing  from  the  previous  year  was  abated. 


Moveable  Dwellings  —  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  licences  to  station  and  use  twelve  moveable  dwell¬ 
ings  were  issued  by  the  Council;  in  one  instance,  the  licence  was  issued 
to  an  applicant  who  desired  to  use  the  caravan  whilst  a  house  was  being 
built  on  the  site.  Nine  caravans  remained  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  station  and  use  a  caravan  was  refused. 
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SECTION  C 


Safeguarding  of  Food  Supplies 

1.  Number  of  food  premises  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  1,202 

2.  Notification  of  works  required  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  6 

3.  Notification  in  1956/57 — fully  complied  with  ...  ...  5 

— partly  complied  with  ...  ...  5 

— not  complied  with  ^..  ...  9 

4.  Number  of  separate  items  involved  in  notifications  under 

(2)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

5.  Number  of  items  completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  29 

Details  of  works  completed : 

Provision  of  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  3 

Provision  of  soap,  towels,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  4 

Provision  of  locker  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothes  ...  2 

Provision  of  impervious  surfaces  to  fittings  ...  ...  ...  2 

Re-decoration  of  food  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  improvements,  e.g.,  covering  of  cutting-up  tables 

and  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


29 

Three  cafes  were  closed  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  two 
new  ones  opened;  in  another  case,  the  business  changed  hands  but  still 
continued  as  a  cafe.  By  the  end  of  the  year  improvements  were  being 
carried  out  at  two  other  catering  establishments,  the  conditions  at  one 
having  been  reported  previously  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

At  one  butcher’s  shop  where  conditions  had  not  been  satisfactory  for 
some  time,  a  marked  deterioration  was  noted  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  action,  works  of  improvement  were  begun  but 
not  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Another  source  of  trouble  reported  to  the  Committee  was  at  a  small 
general  store,  and  although  an  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  premises 
was  obtained,  the  conditions  were  not  considered  to  be  entirely  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  continuing  pressure  is  being  maintained. 

A  new  business  —  the  retailing  of  frozen  poultry  —  was  begun  and 
continues  on  premises  formerly  used  for  the  sale  of  sugar  confectionery. 

Notice  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  served  relating  to 
conditions  at  one  grocer’s  shop,  and  the  premises  now  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  Regulations.  One  greengrocery  business  changed  hands,  the 
premises  were  considerably  altered  and  re-opened. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Twenty-six  licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  milk  to  which 
a  “special  designation”  is  applied  were  issued,  and  related  to  the 
following : 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  10 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Pasteurised  milk  ..  8 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Sterilised  milk  ...  ...  8 

Early  in  the  year  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  dairy  in  Newbury 
changed  hands  and  came  into  the  ownership  of  Newbury  Creamery  Ltd. 
Thus  closed  a  venture  dating  from  the  very  early  days  of  the  Board,  and 
one  which  had  been  productive  of  interest,  co-operation  and  usefulness. 
The  number  of  occasions  on  which  the  writer  was  indebted  to  the  rnana- 
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ger  and/or  staff  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  Creamery  are  too  numet- 
ous  to  record  but  are  pleasant  to  recall.  Two  other  dairies,  one  large  and 
one  smaller,  sold  their  businesses  to  the  new  firm,  and  so  there  was 
another  decrease  in  the  number  of  premises  selling  milk  in  the  Borough, 
that  figure  now  being  at  a  new  low  figure  of  ten.  Not  many  years  ago 
that  figure  multiplied  by  itself  was  used  to  show  the  number  of  retaileis 
in  the  town. 

In  several  instances  the  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  premises 
other  than  dairies,  i.e.,  grocers  shops,  evidence  of  an  increasing  tendency 
to  sell  milk  —  mainly  Sterilised  —  from  such  shops;  an  indication  of  the 
efforts  of  the  small  trader  to  retain  his  trade.  So  far  no  application  has 
been  received  for  approval  for  the  installation  of  an  automatic  milk 
dispensing  machine.  That  is  to  come? 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 


Samples  Procured  for  : 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Remarks 

I  Examination  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

Raw 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2  Methylene  Blue 

T.T. 

31 

29 

2 

— 

Test  . 

Past 

31 

30 

— 

I  void 

3  Phosphatase  Test  ... 

Past 

31 

31 

— 

— 

4  Turbity  Test  . 

Sterilised  I 

I 

— 

— 

The  two  samples  which  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  were  from 
the  same  dairy  and  were  due  to  errors  at  that  dairy,  in  that  the  mornings’ 
milk  delivered  by  the  producer  was  sold  before  the  previous  evenings’ 
supply  had  been  disposed  of;  a  not  infrequent  cause  of  trouble  with  raw 
milk.  Subsequent  samples  proved  that  the  error  had  been  corrected. 

The  one  void  sample  was  due  to  conditions  at  the  Laboratory. 

Bottle  Rinses. 


No.  of  samples 

Results  of  examinations 

taken  for 

Satis- 

Fairly  satis- 

Unsatis- 

examination 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Void 

Hand  washed 

9 

7 

2 

_ _ 

-  - 

Machine  washed 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

17 

15 

2 

— 

— 

The  satisfactory  results  in  this  table  are  evidence  of  improvement 
in  the  cleansing  of  bottles  at  the  various  premises. 


Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

One  hundred  and  three  samples  of  ice-cream  were  examined  and  were 
placed  in  the  following  Grades: 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


102  (99%) 
1  (1%) 
0 
0 


This  almost  perfect  result  is  very  satisfactory  (an  understatement). 
Another  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  was  registered,  in  this  instance 
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the  product  being  reconstituted  from  a  cold  mix.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that,  with  pasteurised  material  used  in  this  process,  the  cause  of  any 
unsatisfactory  results  is  due  to  errors  at  the  manufacturing  end.  To  elim¬ 
inate  trouble,  frequent  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  and  samples  of 
the  product  were  taken  regularly;  all  the  latter  gave  satisfactory  results 
on  examination. 

Water  samples. 

The  domestic  water  supply  to  five  houses  is  drawn  from  wells,  and 
a  sample  was  taken  from  each  supply.  The  Laboratory  reported  that  four 
were  satisfactory,  but  the  fifth  gave  evidence  of  contamination.  The 
tenant  of  this  house  was  warned  of  its  condition  and  was  advised  to  boil 
any  water  used  for  domestic  purposes.  No  further  action  was  taken  as  the 
property  in  question  is  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  slum  clearance  pro¬ 
gramme. 

As  a  matter  of  interest,  twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  sixty-three 
wells  supplying  eighty-five  houses  with  water;  now  there  are  five  supplying 
six  houses. 

Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  engaged  in  the  preparation  and 
manufacture  of  preserved  foods  remains  the  same. 

Bakehouses. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  number  of  bakehouses  registered  in 
the  Borough. 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  in  shops,  etc. 

WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 
AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Bacon 

Canned  ham 
Cheese 
Potatoes 
Preserves 
Tinned  food 


38  lbs. 
76  lbs. 
145  lbs. 
10,416  lbs. 
20  lbs. 
1,139  lbs. 


Total  weight  condemned  =  5  tons  5  cwts.  74  lbs. 


This  large  increase  in  the  total  weight  of  goods  found  to  be  unfit  as 
compared  with  the  figures  given  last  year  was  due  to  the  condemnation 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  of  one  very  large  consignment  of 
potatoes. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  regular  use  rernained  at  two,  and 
the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  these  two  premises 
showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  year.  As  the  table  shows,  this  is  a 
continuing  process  —  cattle  units,  with  one  exception  which  is  recorded 
—  reach  a  higher  figure  each  year. 


Year  Beasts  Cows  Pigs 


1953 

1,852 

334 

2,185 

1954 

2,105 

910 

10,282 

1955 

2,582 

1,254 

20,973 

1956 

2,681 

721 

23,297 

1957 

3,243 

1,051 

19,590 

1958 

3,173 

1,862 

20,673 

Cattle 

Sheep  Calves  Total  units 


4,514 

1,072 

9,957 

4,539 

9,743 

2,745 

25,785 

11,019 

12,601 

5,417 

42,827 

18,648 

16,667 

3,676 

47,042 

20,187 

18,419 

2,593 

44,896 

19,624 

18,662 

1,787 

46,157 

21,351 
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In  the  case  of  cysticercosis,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  found*  and  there  was  also  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis;  all  other  diseases  showed  an  increase  over  last  year’s 
figures. 

It  must  be  emphasised  that  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
animals  slaughtered  in  Newbury  are  “  exported,”  something  of  the  nature 
of  90%  going  to  other  areas.  Thus  all  the  efforts  made  under  this  head¬ 
ing  of  two  officers,  each  of  whom  holds  the  Meat  and  Other  Foods  certi¬ 
ficate,  are  directed  to  ensure  that  meat  which  is  mainly  sold  in  other 
areas  is  fit  to  eat  when  it  leaves  the  two  Newbury  slaughterhouses.  This 
is  only  ensured  by  being  in  regular  attendance  at  the  slaughterhouses  no 
matter  on  what  day  of  the  week  slaughtering  takes  place,  and  that  remark 
includes  Sundays  and  Bank  Flolidays,  for  one  one  or  other  of  those  days 
—  plus  most  week  days  —  at  least  one  officer  is  on  this  form  of  duty 
and  sees  each  and  every  carcase  available  for  inspection. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 

Twenty-one  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  the 
holders  of  fifteen  of  these  being  authorised  to  slaughter  all  animals,  and 
the  remaining  six  being  of  a  restricted  nature  permitting  the  holder  to 
slaughter  only  the  smaller  animals. 

Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows. 

Cows. 

Sheep 
Calves.  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Totals 

Number  slaughtered 

3,173 

1,862 

1,787  18,662 

20,673 

46,157 

Number  inspected  . 

3,173 

1,862 

1,787  18,662 

20,673 

46,157 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

I 

4 

4  24 

105 

138 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

985 

642 

5  851 

1,699 

4,182 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

31.2 

35.7 

0.5  4.7 

8.7 

Tuberculosis  only  — 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  .  . 

I 

12 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

38 

38 

241 

317 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  . 

1.2  2.1  —  — 

1.2 

_ 

Cysticercosis  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

4 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera¬ 
tion  . 

4 

4 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Whole 

carcases 

Carcases  of 

which  some 

Y  ear 

condemned 

part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

Percentage 

Cattle 

Cows 

Cattle 

Cows 

Cattle 

Cows 

(excl.  cows) 

(excl.  cows) 

(excl.  cows) 

1953 

2 

2 

71 

36 

3.9 

11.4 

1954 

2 

22 

79 

142 

3.8 

18.0 

1955 

2 

54 

102 

46 

4.0 

15.9 

1956 

2 

4 

57 

44 

2.6 

6.6 

1957 

I 

— 

50 

53 

1.5 

5.0 

1958 

— 

1 

38 

38 

1.2 

2.1 

This  table,  when  consulted  in  comparison  with  preceding  years,  shows 
the  progressive  decrease  in  ihe  number  of  bovines  affected  with  T.B.,  not 
only  as  to  the  number  of  carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  the  disease, 
but  also  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  any  one  animal.  Progressive  decline 
in  both  cases  is  evident  and  shows  the  effectiveness  of  the  policy  of  eradi¬ 
cation  carried  out  by  the  ofhcers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

It  can  be  said  that,  subsequent  to  the  period  covered  by  this  report, 
there  was  one  month  during  which  no  case  of  T.B.  was  found  in  any 
bovine  animal,  despite  the  fact  that  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  beasts  and  cows  were  inspected.  This  state  of  affairs  would  have  been 
unthinkable  not  many  years  ago ! 

WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL 


Classification  Tons.  Cwts.  Lbs. 


(1) 

At  slaughterhouses 

.  24 

14 

105 

(2) 

On  retailers  premises : 

(a)  Home  killed 

29 

(b)  Imported 

... 

1 

36 

(3) 

Total  weight 

.  24 

16 

49 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  hopes  were  raised  that  the  vexed 
question  of  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  under  proper  con¬ 
trolled  conditions  would  be  settled.  Subsequent  events  proved  those  hopes 
to  be  ill-founded,  as  the  proposed  regulations  were  withdrawn  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  need  for  more  strict 
control  of  these  materials  remains  as  urgent  as  ever. 
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SECTION  D 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Proscuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  ...  ...  ...  91  91 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  155  635 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 

premises)  ...  ...  -  — 


TOTAL 

...  246 

726 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE 

FOUND : 

Number  of 

cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied  Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

— 

— 

... 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

■■  ■" 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3) 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) : 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  Acts  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- _ 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

2 

— ■ 

2 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937  —  Section  34. 

In  addition  to  the  work  detailed  in  the  tables,  eleven  factories  were 
inspected,  the  occupiers  of  which  had  applied  for  certificates  of  adequate 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  In  each  case  the  inspection  was  made  in 
association  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Berkshire  and  Reading 
Fire  Brigade.  In  seven  instances  the  application  of  the  occupier  was 
approved  by  the  Council  and  the  appropriate  certificates  were  issued. 

Shops. 

Classified  list  of  businesses  carried  on  at  shops  within  the  Borough. 


General  stores /grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Public  houses  and  hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sweets /tobacconists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Tobacconists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sweets  (sugar  confectionery)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Jewellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Outfitters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Furniture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ironmongers/hardware  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Corn  merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cycle  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Motor  sales,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Shoes  and/or  accessories  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Gunsmiths,  sports  equipment,  models,  etc.  ...  ...  4 

Radio  and  electrical  goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Newsagents  and  stationers  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Florists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Wine  merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Photographers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  1 

Toys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Antique  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Opticians  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Leather  goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pet  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


417  shop  premises  in  occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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SECTION  E 

Pest  Infestation  Control  and  Disinfection 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Return  of  work  by  Rodent  Operative. 


-  Type  of  property  - 

All  other 
(including 

Local  Dwelling  Agri-  Business  & 

Authority  Houses  cultural  Industrial)  Total 


1.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  district  21 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  Local 
Authority  during 
1958  as  a  result 

(a)  of  notification  (a)  2 

or  (b)  otherwise  ...  (b)  39 

3.  Number  of  properties  Major 
(under  2)  found  to  — 
be  infested  by  rats  Minor 

31 

4.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to 
be  seriously  infested 

by  mice  ...  ...  1 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  3 
and  4)  treated  by 

the  Local  Authority  32 

6.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section 
di¬ 
ll)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works 
(i.e.,  Proofing)  ... 


6,098  5  1,160  7,284 

236  2  46  286 

306  1  9  355 

426  3  30  490 

67  --  17  85 

493  3  47  575 


TOTAL 


7.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice 
under  Section  4  ... 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 


9.  Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out  =  92. 
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Rodent  control. 

Early  in  May  a  circular  letter  announced  the  decision  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  bring  to  an  end  its  service  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  agricultural  premises.  It  was  suggested 
that  local  authorities  could  take  over  this  service.  The  matter  was 
reported  to  the  Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee,  representing  the  three 
constituent  authorities,  and  they  authorised  enquiries  to  be  made  of 
former  holders  of  contracts  with  the  Ministry  to  see  whether  they  would 
like  the  Committee  to  carry  on  a  similar  contract  service  on  somewhat 
similar  terms. 

Enquiries  were  duly  sent  to  the  eighty-nine  former  contract  holders, 
and  of  the  sixty-eight  replies  received,  only  three  said  thy  did  not  require 
the  Committee’s  services.  On  these  figures,  the  Committee  felt  justified 
in  starting  their  own  contract  service,  and  by  the  end  qf  the  year  arrange¬ 
ments  were  being  made  for  the  engagement  of  an  additional  operator  and 
van  for  this  purpose. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Report  of  Public  Health  Inspector 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1958 

Water. 

Location  of  extension  Length  in  yards  Houses  served 


Reading  Water  Dept. 


Long  Lane,  Purley 

890 

11 

Blossom  Lane,  Theale  ... 

20 

2 

Crown  Lane,  Theale 

99 

17 

Thames  Avenue,  Pangbourne 

23 

2 

Flowers  Farm  Road,  Pangbourne 

130 

4 

Home  Farm  Road,  Tidmarsh  ... 

254 

3 

Glebe  Road,  Purley 

37 

4 

Birch  Farm  Estate 

339 

23 

Birch  Farm  Estate 

838 

60 

Mid-Wessex  Water  Co. 

Burghfield:  Trash  Green,  Sheffield 

Bottom 

1,190 

Ministry  of  Supply  site 

152 

—  do.  — 

61 

Sulhamstead;  Sulhamstead-Ufton 

Nervet 

1,517 

Housing  Site 

73 

Three  Firs  Site  ... 

219 

Sulhamstead  Bannister: 

Grazeley  Green 

1,215 

HOUSING  TABLE 

Number  of  DiveUings  Erected : 

1.  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 


Inspections  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  defects  ...  1,650 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,100 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  not  capable  of  repair  at 
reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  but  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  13 
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^<emedy  of  defects  during  the  year: 

1.  Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 

sequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  8 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  con¬ 

firmed  by  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  in  proposed  Clearance  Areas  ...  Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Re-development  Areas  Nil 

8.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Clearance  of  Re-development  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1958 


Total  Number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  ...  4,500 

Total  Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,800 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Number  of  defects  and  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  135 

Number  of  notices  served  —  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  defects  and  nuisances  abated: 

as  to  W.C.’s,  sink  wastes  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Drains  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„  Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

„  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streamSj  etc.  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Accumulations  and  deposits  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Other  defects  and  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  (excluding  rodents)  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  water  samples  for  analysis  for  bacteriological 

examination  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  wells  cleaned,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  houses  connected  with  main  water  ...  ...  ...  342 

Number  of  water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  certificates  issued  for  voluntary  surrender  of 

unsound  or  diseased  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  ...  43 

Canal  Boats  —  Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Ice  Cream. 

Six  samples  were  taken.  Results  were  as  follows: 


Grade  I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

Walls  . 

.  1 

I 

— 

— 

Lyons  . 

.  2 

1 

— 

— 

Eldorado  . 

.  I 

— 

— 

— 
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Milk. 

During  the  year  ended  31.12.58  the  Council  issued  36  licenses  to 
sell  Designated  Milk,  as  follows; 

Tuberculin  Tested:  9  dealers 

5  supplementary 

Pasteurised:  10  dealers 

6  supplementary 

Sterilised:  2  dealers 

4  supplementary 

Fourteen  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken  during  the  year. 
All  were  satisfactory. 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16: 

Ice  cream  retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Sausage  etc.  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Dairies  Registered  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  of  registered  premises  ...  ...  ...  83 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

In  the  main  occupiers  of  food  premises  continue  to  cooperate  in 
maintaining  a  high  standard  of  food  hygiene.  The  standard  throughout 
the  district  is  generally  good,  and  the  few  sub-standard  premises  are 
gradually  being  improved. 

Although,  through  pressure  of  other  work,  routine  inspections  are 
not  carried  out  as  often  as  desirable,  there  is  little  evidence  of  back 
sliding. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  new  Burgheld  Works  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  dwellings  on  the  line  were  connected.  A 
small  extension  to  serve  the  Woodlands  Avenue  area  has  been  requested. 

Improvements  to  Streatley  and  Theale  sewage  disposal  works  were 
commenced  during  the  year.  Both  these  works  have,  for  some  time, 
been  overloaded. 

An  extension  to  the  Pangbourne  sewer  to  serve  the  Bowden  Green 
area  was  completed  during  the  year. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Scheme. 

The  scheme  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily.  The  tip  at  Brewery 
Common,  Mortimer,  was  completed  and  closed  during  the  year. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

A  few  inspections  have  been  made,  usually  in  connection  with  an 
inspection  for  another  purpose,  e.g.  Food  Hygiene,  Factories  Act,  Petro¬ 
leum  Acts.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary. 
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The  Housing  Acts  1959.  Improvement  Grants. 

Ninety  Grants  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Of  these  73  were  for  improvements  to  existing  dwellings. 

8  were  for  division  of  large  dwellings  into  self  contained 

units  and 

9  were  for  conversion  of  buildings  into  dwellings. 

To  date  445  grants  have  been  issued. 


Slaughterhouses . 

Two  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  during  the  year.  At  each 
premises,  irregular  slaughtering  is  carried  out. 


Caravan  Sites. 

During  the  year  licences  were  issued  for  a  further  25  caravans. 

Of  these  11  were  for  occupation  pending  the. erection  of  permanent 
dwellings  on  the  site. 

Two  sites  at  Aldermaston  have  changed  hands,  and  the  new  owner 
proposes  to  carry  out  improvements  to  the  sites,  in  order  to  bring  them 
up  to  the  required  standard  as  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  general 
hygiene. 

The  total  number  of  caravans  licensed  at  31.12.58  was  443;  338  of 
these  being  on  licensed  sites,  the  remaining  105  being  individual  licences. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

14 

22 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

75 

34 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’ 

premises)  ... 

1 

TOTAL  . 

90 

56 

2 

— 

31 


2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(I)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  .  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- _ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 
(a)  Insufficient  ... 

— 

_ 

_ 

■ 

--- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

_ 

TOTAL  . 

3 

3 

— 

I 

— 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water  Supplies. 

The  District  appears  to  be  well  covered  by  Local  Authority  or  pri¬ 
vate  company  mains,  and  estate  supplies.  The  extension  of  the  Lambourn 
Valley  water  to  cover  the  Sheepdrove  area  was  completed  during  the  year 
and  this  will  no  doubt  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  previous  poor 
supply. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  sample  six  private  supplies  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  of  which  five  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The 
appropriate  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  these  samples. 


Samples  taken  from  Public  supplies 
Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
13  2 

1  5 


14  7 


Sewage  Schemes. 

It  is  greatly  regretted  that  no  scheme  for  improvement  of  the  Hun- 
gerford  Sewage  has  been  approved  and  commenced  during  the  year.  The 
disposal  works  continue  to  give  samples  of  effluent  which  are  below  the 
required  standard.  It  is  hoped  that  some  positive  action  can  be  taken 
during  1959  to  improve  the  scheme  generally. 

The  Lambourn  Valley  and  Kintbury  schemes  continue  to  provide  a 
good  effluent  and  during  the  year  nine  connections  were  made. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  scheme  at  present  is  still  operated  by  the  council’s  vehicle  and  a 
private  contractor  using  an  unsatisfactory  type  of  vehicle,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  during  the  coming  year  a  new  18  yds.  dual  tip  type  of  vehicle  will 
be  ordered  and  staff  increased  accordingly.  (This  vehicle  has  now  been 
placed  on  order).  It  should  be  possible  in  this  case  to  improve  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  collections  in  some  parishes  throughout  the  district. 

The  four  refuse  disposal  sites  at  Lower  Denford,  Woodland  St.  Mary, 
Eastbury  and  Irish  Hill  are  at  present  still  in  use  but  it  is  expected  that 
the  Eastbury  and  Lower  Denford  tips  will  be  closed.  (A  site  at  Avington 
is  being  considered  for  use  as  a  tip  for  refuse  from  the  Hungerford 
Parish), 
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Rodent  Control,  Rats. 


The  following  table  shows  the 

work  carried  out 

by  the 

Rodent 

Operatives  under  the  foint 

Committee  Scheme : 

Type  of  property 

Local 

Dwelling 

Business  & 

Agricul- 

Authority 

Houses 

Industrial 

Total 

tural 

1,  Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a  result 
(a)  of  notification  ... 

3 

72 

20 

95 

3 

or  (b)  otherwise  . 

2.  Number  of  properties 

33 

96 

6 

135 

6 

(under  1)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats : 

Major 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Minor 

35 

160 

19 

214 

7 

3.  Number  of  properties 

(under  1)  found  to  be 
seriously  infected  by 
mice)  . 

2 

2 

4 

4.  Number  of  properties 

treated  (under  2  &  3) 

35 

162 

21 

218 

7 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  . 

22 

31 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

37 

47 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

TOTAL  . . . 

57 

71 

— 

— 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(I)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

— 

-  - 

— _ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

_ 

-  - 

— 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— .  — 

— _ 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . 

_ 

_  _ 

_ 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : 
(a)  Insufficient  . 

1 

_ _  _ 

_ _ 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . 

2 

2  — 

-- 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  . 

— 

■■  _ _ 

■ 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

2  — 

— • 

1 

Sale  of  Food. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of — Bakers 
Butchers 

Caterers  (including  licenced  and  industrial) 

Confectioners 

Dairies 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Friers 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 


8 

7 

62 

17 

8 
3 
6 

23 


Total  ...  134 


Premises  registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14: 
Ice  Cream  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Sausages  and  Preserved  Food  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Dairies  Registered  ...  .,.  ...  8 

Number  of  inspection  of  registered  food  premises  132 
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Condemned  Food. 


53  lbs.  Tinned  Meat. 

83  lbs.  Cooked  Meats. 
3  Tins  Tomatoes. 

3  Tins  Pilchards. 

34  Tins  Fruit. 


Ice  Cream. 

Ice-cream  from  four  manufacturers  was  sold  during  the  year  by  39 
registered  retailers.  Sixteen  samples  were  taken,  all  being  placed  in 
Grade  1. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Fifteen  licences  were  issued  to  dealers,  permitting  them  to  deal  in 
the  milk  to  which  the  special  designation  applied,  and  were  as  follows: — - 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Pasteurised  Milk  6 
Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Sterilised  Milk  2 


Milk. 


MILK  SAMPLES 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


Type 
of  Milk 

Total  Samples 
taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Samples  procured  for 
submission  to : 

1.  Methylene  Blue 

Test  . 

Pasteurised 

24 

23 

1  (void) 

2,  Phosphatase  Test 

Pasteurised 

24 

23 

1 

3.  Turbidity  Test 

Sterilised 

1 

1 

— 

Caravan  Sites. 

The  one  main  site  at  Mill  Lane  Lambourn  continued  to  be  used  to 
it’s  maximum  number  of  10.  In  addition  to  this  site,  seven  individual 
licences  were  issued. 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  suspension  of  the  Improvement  Grant  was  lifted  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  and  applications  were  again  received  and  considered.  The 
number  was  lower  than  in  previous  years  being  16  in  respect  of  28 
dwellings. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  two  small  slaughterhouses  at  Kintbury  and  Lambourn  were 
licenced  but  no  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  Lambourn  and  the  licence 
was  not  renewed  when  it  became  due. 

The  Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Mixture. 

Sixty-five  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
or  mixtures.  Inspections  are  made  as  regularly  as  possible.  It  is  expected 
that  all  the  installations  which  have  electrical  appliances  will  be  brought 
up  to  the  required  standard  before  the  end  of  1959. 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

DURING  1958 


Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  710 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  937 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  notices  served  —  Informal  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  notices  served — Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HUNGERFORD 
HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during 

the  year  for  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  394 

(2)  b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  507 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  J?e  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  not  found  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  L5 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3.  Improvement  Grants: 

(1)  Number  of  applications  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(3)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  120 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water. 

The  water  supply  position  in  the  District  remain  satisfactory,  with 
only  a  few  scattered  cottages  and  isolated  areas  without  an  available  main 
water  supply. 

During  the  year  twelve  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Six  of  these  were  taken  from  the  Chieveley  main  supply 
and  were  all  satisfactory.  The  remainder  were  taken  from  private  sup¬ 
plies  to  houses,  and  where  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  appropriate  action 
was  taken  which  led  to  the  provision  of  main  water  to  three  houses  and 
the  closing  of  one  well. 

Midgham  Extension:  The  water  main  extension  from  Midgham 
Village  to  the  Bath  Road  was  completed  during  the  year. 


Sewerage. 

During  the  year  instructions  were  given  to  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  to  invite  tenders  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Cold  Ash  sewerage 
scheme.  The  details  and  drawings  of  the  Woolhampton  sewerage  scheme 
were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  an  enquiry  was  held.  The  scheme 
has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  in  principle  subject  to  minor  altera¬ 
tions. 


Refuse. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  the  district  has  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  one  central  refuse  tip  at 
Pound  Lane,  Thatcham,  where  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out. 


Food. 

Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: — 

General  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

General  Grocers  with  Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Caterers  (including  licenced  and  industrial)  ...  ...  47 


Three  new  food  shops  were  opened  during  the  year,  all  in  Thatcham, 
and  the  keener  competition  now  prevailing  in  this  rapidly  expending 
parish  has  led  to  a  general  improvement  in  the  existing  shops.  Some 
evidence  of  this  trend  is  to  be  seen  in  the  “  new  look  ”  given  recently 
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to  several  shop  fronts.  Visits  were  made  to  all  food  shops  during  the  year 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  marked  hygiene  improvements 
in  the  display  and  sale  of  food  were  noticed,  particularly  in  the  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  refrigerated  cabinets  installed  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
frozen  foods.  A  new  feature  in  some  grocers  shops  is  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
packed  butchers  meat. 

During  the  year  another  four  premises  were  licenced  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream  bringing  the  total  to  57.  Five  butchers  are  licenced  for  the 
manufacture  of  sausages. 


Meat  Inspection. 

1958  brought  the  first  complete  year  of  operation  of  the  new 
slaughterhouse  at  Thatcham  which  opened  in  August,  1957.  Early  in  the 
year  the  method  of  hand  scraping  pigs  was  discontinued  and  a  new 
scalding  and  de-hairing  machine  was  installed.  This  has  meant  a  poten¬ 
tial  through-put  of  up  to  sixty  pigs  per  hour,  compared  with  ten  per 
hour  by  the  old  system,  and  with  less  fatigue  to  the  slaughtermen. 

The  standard  of  100%  meat  inspection  which  has  been  adopted  was 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  the  table  below  shows  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  amount  of  meat  condemned. 


No.  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

No.  of 

Whole 

carcases 

condemned 

Weight 
of  Meat 
condemned 
(lbs.) 

Pigs  . 

.  10,289 

10 

4,786 

800 

Sheep 

.  109 

20 

Calves 

.  13 

1 

40 

TOTAL  ...  10,411 

31 

5,626 

The  condemnation  of  the  pig  carcases  was  mainly  due  to  fevered 
conditions,  and  in  no  case  was  tuberculosis  in  a  pig  found  to  extend 
beyond  the  head.  The  sheep  carcases  were  condemned  on  account  of 
emaciation  and  were  all  part  of  the  same  consignment. 


Caravans. 

There  are  thirteen  sites  in  the  area  which  are  licensed  for  the  sta¬ 
tioning  of  337  caravans  and  in  addition  there  are  44  individually  licensed 
caravans.  A  survey  of  the  sites  has  revealed  that  the  standard  of  vehicles 
occupied  is  generally  good,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  the  minimum  size 
is  16ft.  The  sites  are  usually  full  all  the  year  round,  except  in  one  case 
when  there  are  vacancies  during  the  winter  months.  During  the  year  16 
caravan  dwellers  were  re-housed  in  Council  Houses. 
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Rodent  Control. 

Treatment  as  carried  out  under  the  Joint  Scheme  with  Newbury 
Borough  and  Hungerford  R.D.C.  is  set  out  in  the  table  below: 


Local 

Authority 

(1) 

Dwelling- 

houses 

including 

Council 

Houses 

(2) 

All  other 
including 
Business 
Premises 
(3) 

Total 
of  Cols. 

1,  2  &  3 
(4) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(5) 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District  . 

25 

4,998 

421 

5,444 

398 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 

result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

2 

236 

46 

284 

2 

(b)  Survey  under 

Act  . 

39 

306 

9 

354 

1 

(c)  Otherwise  . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Total  inspection  car¬ 
ried  out  including 
re-inspections  . 

45 

631 

61 

737 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec¬ 
tion  2)  which  were 
found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by 

(a)  Rats —  Major 

Minor 

31 

426 

30 

487 

3 

(b)  Mice —  Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

1 

67 

17 

85 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  L.A . 

32 

493 

47 

572 

3 

6.  Total  treatments  car¬ 
ried  out  —  includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments  ... 

40 

527 

54 

596 

4 

7.  No  of  Block  control 
schemes  carried  out 

29 

— 

— 

Housing. 

The  task  of  dealing  with  houses  scheduled  as  unht  for  habitation 
continued  during  the  year,  when  a  further  forty  properties  were  closed, 
some  being  demolished. 

Since  the  Housing  Survey  was  completed  in  1955,  151  houses  have 
been  dealt  with  in  this  way,  and  although  steady  progress  is  maintained, 
there  still  remains  over  100  unfit  properties  to  deal  with. 
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HOUSING  TABLE 


Number  of  new  Dwelling  Houses  built. 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

(2)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  714 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  836 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Llouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year. 

(1)  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  40 

(2)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  by  agreement  with  owner 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 


of  statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demo¬ 

lition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to:  — 

(1)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  work  5 

(2)  The  making  of  derqolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  42 

Undertakings  Given. 

Houses  closed  after  undertakings  by  owner  not  to  re-let  39 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  number  of  grants  made  for  modernisation  of  private 

houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 
(2)  ■ 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Premises 

(I) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  . 

6 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

69 

41 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

TOTAL  . . . 

75 

47 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEEECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

(1) 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 
To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 
(2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  —  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  .  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  __  _  _  _ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  —  —  —  ~ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  '  -  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  .  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  .  —  —  —  — 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  .  — -  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work)  .  5  5  —  5 


TOTAL  ...  5  5  —  5 
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